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ABSTRACT 

^ _ Public Act 84^126 amended The School Code of Illinois 

to include a definition of schooling and a reguirement that the goals 
for learning be identified and assessed. This document identifies 
state goalsj for language arts education in grades 3^ 6^ 8^ 10, ahd_ 
12, and includes a sample set of district level learning obje 
consistent vith_those goals^ Several legislative requirements are 
presented^ though it isemphasizedthatschoo either 
adopt these objectives ordevelop a different set, provided that it 
remains consistent with state goals. An overview of language arts 
education is provided as a basis for the presentation of six stat^ 
educational goals. The goals presented stipulate^^t students^ as a 
result of their schooling, will be able to (iL read, cb^ 
interpret, evaluate^ and use written materials^ 121 listen critically 
and analytically; 131 write stah^ English in a grammatical, well 
organized^-and-coherent manner for^avarietyof purposes; |4) use 
spoken ^ language effectively in formal and informal situations to 
communicate ideas and information and to ask and answer questions; 
(5) understand the various forms of significant literature 
representing different cultures^ eras ^ and ideas; aiid (6) understand 
how and why language functions and evolves. For each of the six goals 
a list of general knowledge skills related to a is 
provided^ Sample learning objectives, keyed to the general 
knowledge/skills are then provided for each of the six goals and for 
each- of the five grades « State goal in six 

areas-^-ianguage arts, mathematics^ biological and physical sciences, 
social sciences, fine arts, and physical development and health — are 
appended. In addition^ a guestion-anc?-answer appendix discusses 
learning objectives, forms of government assistance, and state 
testing. (JD) 
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INTRQDUeTION 



Tfie 1985- edacational reform legislation addressed nearly every aspect of 
schooling and provided a unique opportunity for IbeaL sehoal districts and 
the State Board of Education to worfc cooperatively to improve education in 
Illinois. One of the ffiost important pieces of the legislation, one which 
has _long-rahge implications for learning and teaching in Illinois schools* 
provides for the development of learning goals and assessment systems at 
both the state and local levels. 



Ugj^ lative Requirements 

Public Act 84-126, effective August 1, 1985, amended The School Code of 
Illinois: to include, for the first time in the state's history, a definition 
of schooling and a requirement that the goals for learning be identified and 
assessed. Specifically, the law requires the following: 

Tfre^-St^te Board of Education must establiifr goals eon^sis^tent with the 
primary purpose of schooling . The legi slation defines the primary 
purpose of schooling as the transmission of knowledge and culture 
through Which children learn in areas necessary to their ebhtihuihg 
development: language arts, mathematics, biological and physical 
sciences, social sciences, fine arts, and physical development and 
health. 

Local school di s tricts most esta& mh^tudent l^rft4^ objectives which 
are consistent w ith the p rimary pur p ose of s chooling and which meet or 
exceed goals estatU4j;ed4?v the Stat e Board . 



School d1 str4^ts^ust also establish local goals for excel lehce In 
edu cation . : 

The State Board mUst establ i sh^ssessmenji^rocedur&s for local school 
districts. This includes the establishment of a commbn month for 
testing- in each school year, the development of state test items to be 
Included along with each of the district assessments, and the 
development of model assessment procedures which school districts may 
elect to use. 

School di striets; must assess ittfdeht U^arfflflg^o^termine the degree to 
which loc al goals and^::ob4ecttves^ ar^e^elng met . This assessment is 
required at least at grades 3, 6, 8 and 10, with the irtitial year for 
assessment staggered according to learning area arid grade level. 

School^ str lets must develop local plans for ijnprovemeh^^ those ar^s 
where local goals and obiectives are JiotUj&ing^ met . 
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School districts tiidst dlsseiii^hate the: local goals and ob.lectlves to tfre 
publtc. alon(^4<1tti infbrmatibh dh the degree to which thev are being 
acMeved and. 1f irot. what approprJate corrective actions are being 
taken b^ the distr ict . . 

The State Board must approve the local schc4 iUipi^i^iectiwi^ 
assessment systems, plans for improvement, and public reporting 
procedure s . 

the Intent of these requirements is to put into place a system which will 
assurei to the maximum extent possible, that elementary and secondary school 
students learn what the state and local communities regard as important. 



Purpose of this P4i6Ij cation 



During the next several years, beginning In 1»:87, school districts will be 
riqUiired to submit their objectives for student learning to the State Board 
of Edticatibh. These objectives must meet or exceed the State Goals for 
teaming and must also Identify local goals for excellence in education. 
The purpose of this publication is to provide assistance to local school 
districts in fulfilling these requirements. 



This document is part of a series of six publications^ one for each of the 
primary learning areas stated in the law. It identifies State Goals for 
tearhlhg in a specific learning area* and a sample set of district-level 
learning objectives which are in bur view consistent with those Goals. 
Schbbl--drstr1cts have the optibh to adotat or adapt these objectives for 
local ur9 or to tteyrlQp a cbmpletely different set which is consistent with 
St ate Goa 4^and 14 based on their^view of Ibca Ltxeeds and conditions. 



State Gbals fbr Learning vs. 01 svri ct-Level Learning Object Ives 

The leglslatibh adopted in the stimtner bf 1985 required the State Board of 
Education to adopt State Goals for Learning in each of the six primary areas 
identified In law: language arts, mathematics, biological and physical 
sciences, social sciences, fine arts, and physical developm^ent and health. 
With the assistance of a committee chaired by Dr. John Corbally and 
represehtatives bf education^ business:: and the general public, the State 
Board competed this task in October 1985. 



The State Goais for Learning are brbadly stated, relatively timeless 
expressions of what the State of Illinois wants and expects 1 ts students to 
know and be able to do as a consequence of their elementary and secondary 
schoblihg. They are terminal goals—that is, they identify what students 
are expected to know by the time they complete their elementary and secondary 



* St^ite Goals i'or Learning In all six learning areas are found in Appendix A. 
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education, the state's interest Is fbcused less ori; When or hbW the desired 
knowledge and sJciUs are acqtiJ red than. 6ri_. the ultimate results 6t local 
efforts. : Therefore, eaeh local school^ district will be given the maximum 
flexIblMty allowed by law for deciding when and how they wish to approach 
the teaching of various skills and understandings. 

The State Goals for Learning' should not be cbhftised with gridbatibh 
requirements; they are statements Of the expectations which are held for all 
Illinois students. ; Some students will far exceed them._ Others maj^ not 
achieve them initially, but that reality should not lessen the expectations 
or the efforts expended on improving their performance. Local schools will 
be expected to adjust programs and allocate resources in a manner which is 
consistent with achievement of the desired level of student learning. 

Local school dIstriCits are required to dig vel op, and submit for approval by 
the State Board jaf Education, local learhirjg objectives which meet or exceed 
the State Goals for teaming. These di strici:-1evel objectives will Identify 
ttie learning outcomes expected for stuoents In their schools and are, in 
effect, the district goals for learning. 

Like the State Goals for Learning, distritt-level objectives are intended to 
represent terminal goals for el ementa.y and secondary schooling. This means 
that the process of develbpirig di stri cf-lsvel objectives should begin with 
the identification of objectives which define the learnings expected of 
students by the tirae they complete schooling. These then become the 
framework within which a school district identifies the progressibn of 
learning for Its si:udents. 

It should be emphasized that because the State Goals for Learning represent 
end-point expectations, it Will be necessary for elementary and secondary 
schools tb be i^^ close communication during the development of local 
district objectives. 

ves 

The sample set of district-level learning objectives presented in this 
publication Was developed as a means of providing assistance to districts in 
the develbpment of their bwh objectives. 

The Sta^te Goals for Learning were deliberately stated in broad, general 
terms so that districts would have a large degree bf latitude in developing 
instructional strategies and having their objectives reflect such local 
considerations. These sample district-level objectives provide one of the 
many pbssible sets bf objectives which are consistent with the State Goals 
fbr Learning. BJstricts could choose to adopt these sample objectives as 
their own, although we would assume that none would do so withbut due 
consideration of local conditions and needs and an apprbpriate prbcess of 
thoughtful review. Districts coulj also adapt these sample objectives to 
correspond to their own views. The apprbach we suggest is for school 
districts to Use this sample set of learning objectives as a guide to assist 
them in their efforts to develop local district learning objectives. 
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This sample set of district-level learning objectives was developed with the 
assistance of an expanded version of the committee which helped to develop 
the State Goals for Lea^-nlng :and a technlcaj: writing committee, A draft 
document was provided to school districts in the spring of 1986, jnd after 
an iritehsive jierjod of review and analysis, revisions were made. This final 
version represents the perceptions and comments of many thousands of 
Illinois citizens and educators. 

the sample learning objectives: for grades 3, 6, 8. Id and 12 describe 
learhi!'/gs wJtlch are in our view consists the State Goals for 

beaming. Although these sample objectives Identify specific expectations, 
district objecti ves for grades 3, 6. 8. afid IQ do not necassarl ly have to 
correspond.^ State Board approval of local objecti_ves_ will be based on 
compatibility with the State Goals for Learning, not these sample objectives. 

Some additional comments about what these sample district-level learning 
objectives are. and are not. intended to do. 



1. They are not intended to specify-, instructional delivery systems. 
Although the objectives are listed in fundamental l_earnlng\ areas 
closely related to traditional course offerings or specif k_ areas 
of the curriculum, it should be emphasized that the learnings can 
appropriately occur in a number of places in the curriculum. The 
focus is oh student learning, hot course offerings. Naturally, a 
student muit have opportunities to learn the knowledge indicated or 
the ?ki11 specified In the objectives, but such activitiies do not 
of necessity have to occur within the learning area In which it is 
listed. 



2. The hiimber of sample learning objectives shown for a particular 
learning area is not intended: to suggest the relative amount of 
instructional time wh[ch should be given to that area. Time 
allocations will vary for a variety of reasons totally unconnected 
to the length of a list of objectives. 

3. The sample learning objectives identify behavior or knowledge in 
more generaL terms than those expected to be ujed in local district 
Instructional objectives.. The establishment of definitions at that 
more specific level is left to local discretion. 



4. The saraple_ objectives are intended to ref lect _a prbgresjion of 
learning which is consistent with learning theory and human 
development. Wherever possible, the rample objectives present a 
range of cognitive levels ^w a grade level:. Learning sequences 
generally emphasize higher cognitive levels as grade: levels 
Increase from grade^ 3 Jbo grade 12. However, some learning 
objectives remain the same from grade to grade—that is, objectives 
do not present a cognitive sequence that increases in difficulty 
across grade levels. Rather, these objectives Imply an increase In 
the complexity and sophistication of learning materials and other 
stimuli appropriate to the developmental stage oP the student. 
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5. The saniples presented in this document do not cover.alj possible 
cognitive levels arid learniftg sequerieis ileeessary for effective 
teaching and ihstrtiellbh; However, tJi€ samples are intended to 
present a broad^ picture of the knowledge and sfeills which meet the 
State Goal s for Learning, without specifying the instructional 
activities necessary to achieve these learnings. 

6. The sample learning obQectives are hot ihtended to reflect measures 
of student: achievement or to prescribe instruct ibhal methods, 
toeal eurrleular and instruetiona^l designs, coarse-^ offerings^ 
textbooks and materials, and other adjuncts to teaching and 
learning are determined local ly. Thi s Learning Outcome/Assessment 
program will not change that practice. 

7. Although the State : Goals for Learriihg: and the sample learhi ng 
objectives are Identified Within a ipeclflc area of learning, it is 
hoped that as local school districts develop their own objectives^ 
they will consider the ne_e_d to assure that students Integrate 
knowledge rind understand the interrelationships of the learning 
areas. 



8. Although each district's objectives will serve: as: the basis for its 
di strict-level asjessmetit program,, these sample learni h^^bjeetives 
are- hot tJie framework or basis for state assessment Items. State 
assessment will be based on the more general areas defined in the 
State Goals for Learning. 

Publ i cation Format 



Ih.this publication^ all of tlie State Learning Goals for this fundamental 
area of learning are listed in Section II. In Section III, the State Goals 
are listed with the general knowledge and skills which are related to each 
goal . 



Section IV contains the sample learhing objectives ^related to each Goal and 
keyed to the geheral knowledge and skn Is areas. The eapi tal: letter before 
eaeh_ objective referr ta the general knowledge and skills area. ^^T^ 
objectives are numbered consecutively by each area.^ For example, sample 
learning objective D2 relates to the general knowledge and skills statement 
b and is the second sample objective listed for this grade level in this 
area, In this way, districts can: reconsitruct the progression used In 
developing the sample learni hg objectives. Each grade designation of sample 
learning objectives begins on a separate page so that all of the sample 
learning objectives for a particular level can be aggregrated. 

Included in the Appendix are the State Goals for Learning for all of the six 
fundamental areas of learning and answers to some of the most frequently 
asked questions about this program. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 



Language arts includes the study of literature and the development of skills 
in reading. Writing, speaking, and listening. The most effective 
instruction occurs when the ski 1 1 s are stressed across the learning areas at 
all grade levels with the students' jearning to use skills appropriately in 
a variety of contexts^ applying skills in increasingly eomplex and 
situations and identifying alternative ways to accomplish purposes. The 
emphasis in language arts is on skills, not content areas. 



The^ample learning objectives for literature, particularly at the eighth^ 
tenth and twelfth grade levels, assume that school districts and individual 
teachers can best select significant works appropriate to the grade levels. 
These objectives suggest periods and types of literature to be read at some 
time while in school .but do hot specify periods, authors, or works at any 
particular grade level nor the kirids of tasks and understandings eighth, 
tenth and twelfth graders must master or achieve. Piaget and others have 
demonstrated that adolescents have the abi 11 ty to imagine many possibilities 
in a situation, to adopt a variety of viewpoints, and to consider 
hypothetical situations. Therefore, students aged eleven or twelve have the 
capacity to respond to literature, and teachers have the challenge to refine 
and enrich those responses with appropriate works. Although eighth, tenth, 
and twelfth graders can attain the same kinds of competencies and Insights, 
tenth and twelfth graders should demonstrate their achievements through the 
use of more complex and challenging texts. Recent efforts to establish the 
canons of literature for young adults have indicated that students in middle 
school and beyond can discuss elements like plot, tone, theme, and point of 
view productively (Donelson. Kenneth L., and Nllsen. Allen P. (Eds^) 1980. 
Li terature for : Today ' s Youhq Adul ts . SI enview. 1111 nol s : Scott Foresman)^ 
The study of literature should emphasize analysis, but should not prevent 
enjoyment nor stifle the pleasure of truly productive reading. 



Reading, writing, speaking and listening are language behaviors^ rather than 
subject areas and. therefore, are essential for all cognitive learning. 
Speaking and; 1 1 stening^ focus tipbh the use of the^ same skills in diverse 
contexts at ihcreasihgly complex levels of application, a mode reflected in 
guidelines from _ the^ Speech Communication Association/American Theatre 
Assoeiatibn. The sample learning objectives for speaking and listening 
represent thjs diversity and increasing complexity by appropriate grade 
levels. Instruction should stress specific behaviors to be performed With 
specific outcomes which the teacher can observe and assess. 



Of all areas of the curriculum, reading is perhaps the most heavily 
researched at the theoretical and practical levels. The last decade has 
brought substantial advances in the understanding of the reading process and 
reading Instruction. These findings have been translated and integrated 
into the sample reading objectives and instructional techniques. The 
Illinois State Goals for Learning and ; sample learning objectives are a 
reflection of the current research and vieWs about leading and reipreseht a 
broad frameworks of What is khoWh about the reading process and '..ound reading 
instruction. These objectives break with the past, build on prior 
strengths, and go beyond to accommodate the significant advances made in 
reading research. 

- 1 - 
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The sample learning objective bh writing reflect the Work over: the past 
years in the Illihois ihvehtbry^-_of Educatiohal_-^ Prb^ (HEP) Hritihg 
Assessment. As in the IIEP Writing Assessment, the objectives are based on 
students' producing whole pieces of writing in various, traditional types of 
writing, e.g.^ persuasive, expository^ narrative. The objectives also 
reflect new clas^ificatidh mechanist last decade. Two Influential 

schemes in the objectives are James Kihneavy's theoretical work on the alms 
of discourse wla1_ch include expressive, literary^ persuasive and referential 
writing and James Bri tton* s extensive analyses of the Rinds of writing 
required of students in school which include express1ve,_ poetic, and 
referential tasks such as explaining points of view, events or ideas in 
order to inform^ or convince the reader (Britton, J._ 1978. _ The Compcsing 
Process arid the Functions idf Writing.. Gobper and Odel 1_ (Eds, ) , Research 
and Composing: Pojnts of Departure (Ghapter 2). : Urbana, 11 1 1 nbis : National 
eouhcll of Teachers of English; Kirineavy, J^R. 1971. The Alms of 
Oisco4i£ii. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hal 1 ). These tasks, as 
discussed by Britton, are functionally or practically oriented and inclooe 
the kinds of writing often ust>d In school work, career and personal business 
transactions. Develbpmeni: of functional writing skills is an important 
aspect of what students should be able to do as a result of their schooling. 
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L A NGU AG E ARtc 



The skills and knowledge of the_ language arts are ^essential for styderit 
success in virtually all areas of _ the curriculum. They are also central 
requirements for the development of clear expression and critical thinking. 
The language arts include the study of literature and the development of 
skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 

State Goals for Learning 

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to: 

read, comprehend, interpret, evaluate and use written material; 

listen critically and analytically; 



write standard English in a graramatical , well-organized and 
coherent manner for a variety of purposes; 

use spoken language eff ex in formal and infornial situations 

to communicate ideas and information and to ask and answer 
questions; 



under stand the varibtis forms of signif icarit literature t^epresenta- 
tive of different cultures, eras, and ideas; 

understand how and why language functions and evolves. 
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hANGUAGE ARTS 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 1 

As a risylt of tlieir SGfeolinf, styElgfe will Se afele to 
coRipreliend, interpret, evaluate, and use written material. 



Perhaps no other area of the sehobl etirrleulum has been as heavily 
researched at the theoretical and pract_i_cal levels as reading. 
Rithin the_ last decade, sjjbstantial advances^ in iihderstandi ng the 
reading process and reading instruction have been made. Because of 
the magnitude of these advances, it Is time to translate and 
Integrate these research findings into learning objectives for 
reading. 



The sample learning objectives are a reflection of the current 
research and views about reading . Th represent a broad framework 
of what is known about the reading process and sound reading 
instruction. These objectives break with the past; they build on 
the strengths that exi sted: and go beyond to account for recent 
significant advances.: Specifically, the new direction In reading 
is based upon the following points: 



Reading is the process of constructing meaning through 
the dynamic (ever-changing) interactidn of the reader, 
the text (written material) and the context of the 
reading situation. Reading titfces place _only when the 
various subsfci lis of reading are integrated to produce 
a smooth, coherent holistic process. 

Prior knowledge is a major determinant _ of 
comprehension. : That is, readers use Informatidn from 
the text together with ilreaidy-possessed knowledge to 
determine the author's Intended meaning. 



In_real reading situations, students read whole texts, 
rather "ihan shart passages or sections extracted from 
longer "^exts. Reading instructidn must withstand the 
reality test by assuring that students read longer, 
complete passages. 

inferehce is ah inherent pa^t of the ongoing 
moment-by-moment process of reading. Making inferences 
requires readers to use informatlort from the text and 
prior knowledge to produce meaning. This [Drocess 
virtually guarantees that any text w1 11 have many 
acceptable and justifiable interpretations. 



HallrnarRs of effective: readers -are: attributes like 
sensitivity arid f lexibi 1 1 ty . Skilled readers are 
sensitive to _the purpose _for which they are reading, 
the requ i rement s _ of the read i rig task aiid the i r own 
Individual reading ability and knowledge about the 
text, flexibility requires raaders to adjust reading 
strategies in response to this sensitivity. Skilled 
readers monitor thei r cdmprehehsion and apply 
appropriate fix-up strategies when necessary. 



Personal reading and jtudy habits and attitudes 
developed in home, peer and school environments play an 
important role i n_ determining growth in reeding skill 
and achtevemeht. Skilled reading requires a great deal 
of practice over a long period of time using a variety 
of materials from all content areas for many different 
purposes . 

The process of reading across developmental level s 
remaihs more constant than it changes. This fact is an 
inevitable consequenCLe of the linguistic: and cognitive 
basis of reading. Therefore, the: reading objectives 
are the _same across all grade levels. The reading task 
becomes more complex as the difficulty of the reading 
material increases. The vocabulary demands , sentence 
complexity and clarity of the organizational plan or 
concept load all contribute to the difficulty of the 
text. The determination of text difficulty is also 
influenced by the knowledge, interest and motivation 
readers bring to the reading situation. 



GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS RELATED TO GOAL 1 

The following knowledge and skills are related to this State Goal for 
Learning: 

A Recognition, recall, and summarization of material read. 

B Questioning and predicting giving rationales for each prior to, 
during, and after reading. 



C Reading for various purposes and identification of text to 
accomplish each purpose. 

D Sensitivity to difficulties of the text, requirements of the task, 
abilities and motivation. 
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dsing appropriate Inferences to achieve a full understanding of the 
text. 

Integration of information from more than one text. 

Justification and e)<p1anation of answers to questions about 
material read. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 



STATE GOAL -P^R--L-€AftNiMG-2 

As a result of tlieir schooling, stydents will be able to listen 




As a result: of Instruction .in listening, students should 
demonstrate the following skills at an appropriate level of 
complexity. 



GENERAL KNOMLEDGE/SKILLS- R^iATECU TO GOAL 2 

The following knowledge and skills are related to this State Goal for 
Learning: 

A Meaning of spoken messages. 

B Sequence of ideas from spoken messages. 

e Inferences from spoken messages and nonverbal cues. 

D Distinction among different purposes in communication. 

E Differing perspectives and points of view. 

F Effective and appropriate responses. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
STATE GOAL PGR LEARNING 3 

As a result of their sgIiooI^ will lie a6le to write standard 

Englisli in a grammatical, well -organized and coherent manner for a variety 
of purposes. 

As a result of instruction in language and composition, students 
should wri te composi tions demonstrati ng appropriate level s of 
complexity. 



G£N£m-WWlEDGE7-SKIU-S^ GOAL 3 

The following knowledge and skills are related to this State Goal for 
Learning: 

A Bse of appropriate language and style in writing for a variety of 
purposes and audiences. 

B Ability to develop and maintain a focus with a clear thesis, a main 
idea, theme or unifying event. 

C Use of specific information or reasons to support and elaborate the 
main point. 

D Clear, coherent, logical organization of ideas within the 
appropriate major discourse stri-ctures. 

E Use of standard written English conventions. 

F Ability to revise, edit, and proofread. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 



STATE S9AI. FOR LEARNING 4 



As a result of ttieif sclioolit, st^^^^^ able to use spoken 
language effectively in formal M infoflal situations to ciinicate ideas 



As a result of instruction in speaking, students will demonstrate 
the following skills at an appropriate level of complexity. 



The following knowledge and skills are related to this State Goal for 
Learning: 

A Clear and expressive speaking. 

B Orderly presentation of ideas with appropriate introduction, 
elaboration, and conclusion. 

e Deveiopmeht of ideas with appropriate support materials. 

D Use of appropriate language and nonverbal cues for the topic, 
audience, and setting. 

B Use of language for a variety of purposes. 




ansier 




GENERAL KNQRLEBGE/SKILLS RELATED TO GOAL 4 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 5 

As a result of tlieir sclioGling, students will be able to ufiderstafKi tlie 
vartoys forms of siffilfieafit literature representative of different 
cultures, eras, and ideas. 

As a result of 1 hstructiori in 11 terature , students will read a 
variety of literary works. 



GENERAL KNOMLEDGE/SKIbLS RELATED TO GOAb 5 

The following knowledge and skills are related to this State Goal for 
Learning: 

A Differences among poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction. 

B Differences among the types of factual literature. 

G American, English, and noh-Ehgllsh literary works. 

b Selected literary works from various historical periods. 

E Selected literary works that manifest different value systems and 
phi losophles. 

F Elements of fiction and nonfiction. 

G Figurative language. 

H Literary themes and their Implications. 

I Symbolism, allegory, and myth. 

J Evaluation of selected literary works supported with evidence. 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 6 



As a resylt of tlieir setelin^, stydents sill be a&le to understand liow 
and si)) language functions and evolves. 

GENERAL KNOHLEPGE/SKIbLS RELATED TO GOAL 6 

The following knowledge and skills are related to this State Goal for 
Learning: 

A Diversity of language conventions. 

B Ways in which languages have originated and changed over time. 
C Nature and use of language in nonprint media. 
D Engl i sh grammar. 



_ 1 2 - 

20 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 1 

k a result of tlieir jcWing, styJents will 6e able to read, 
Goiiiprelienii, interpret, evaluate, and use written material. 



SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 1 



By the end of GR AD£-3 . given the readers' prior knowledge and reading 
material with appropriate vocabulary demands, sentence complexity, 
organizational plan, and concept load, students should be able to: 



Al . Locate information that Is explicitly stated in the text. 

A2. Remember the Information that Is explicitly stated in the text and 
restate this information in their own words. 

A3. Summarize the important ideas of the text and the important 
supportihg detal 1 s . 

81. Asfc qtiest_ibh_s^ and make predi etibns about a passage prior to 
reading, based upon prior knowledge and the limited information 
about the passage contained in the title, pictures or other 
introductory material. 

B2. Ask questions and make: predictions about a passage while reading 
taking into account all of the important information available up 
to that point in the reading. 

B3. Ask questions after reading that take into account the entire text 
read and are used to clarify and to review the Information. 

Gl . Understand a variety of reasons for reading such as learning of new 
information, jse of text to accomplish the readers' goals, social 
interaction, entertainment and self-exploration. 

C2. Use appropriate texts such as fiction, nonfiction. poetry, letters, 
directions, and reference material to accomplish the various 
purposes for reading. 



Dl . Understand_ the difficulties of thfe_ text (vocabulary demands, 
content, organization, author * s purpose) , requirements of the task 
(what is expected as a result of reading), and their own knowledge, 
abilities and motivation. 



D2. Adjust their strategies for. reading and understanding, using 
decoding skills, contovt clues, self^questlonlng, predicting, 
reference materials, rereadlngi and : adjustment of reading sj3eed 
based on the demands of the reading sittitdtibh. 

El . Make 1 nferences about the text such as unknown vocabu la 

relationships, author's purpose, characters' emotions and motives, 
mood and tone using Information from the text and prior knowledge. 

E2. Explain the rationale for Inferences made using the information 
from the text and from the readers' knowledge. 



Fl . Use, synthesize and analyze information from a variety of sources 
to enhance understanding, e.g., form opinions based upon a variety 
of information , to compare /contrast, to verify 1 nformatlon and to 
expand knowledge . 

G1 . Explain and verify answers to questions about what has been read. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 6 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 1 

h a result of tlieir sMing, stotleots will be able to read, 
GOiprehefiii, interpret, evaluate, and use written material. 



SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 1 



By the end of G RADE- ^ . given the readers' prior knowledge ard reading 
material with appropriate vocabulary demands, sentence complexity, 
organizational plan, arid concept load, students should be able to: 

Al . Locate information that is explicitly stated in the text. 

A2. Remember the information that is explicitly stated in the text and 
restate this information in their own words. 

A3. Summarize the Important ideas of the text and the important 
supporting details. 

Bl. Ask questions^ and make predictions about_ a passage prior to 
reading, based upon prior knowledge and the limited information 
about the passage contained in the title, pictures or other 
Introductory material. 

B2. Asfc questions and make predictions about a passage while reading 
taking into account all of the important information available up 
to that point in the reading. 

B3. Ask questions after re?ding that take into account the entire text 
read and are used to clarify and to review the information. 

Gl. Understand a variety of reasons for reading such as learning of new 
information, use of text to accomplish the readers' goals, social 
iiiteraction, entertainment, and self-exploration; 

C2. Use appropriate texts such as fiction, nonfiction, poetry, letters, 
directions, and reference materia! to accomplish the various 
purposes for reading. 



Dl . Understand jthe dj ff i cuj ties of the text (vocabulary demands, 
content, organization, author's purpose), requirements of the task 
(what is expected as a result of reading), and their own knowledge, 
abilities and motivation. 
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D2. Adjust their strategies for reading and uriderstariijirig, osirig 
decoding skills, context cl ues , self-questiohihg, predicting, use 
of reference materials, rereading, and adjustment of reading speed 
based ou the demands of the reading situation. 

El. Hafce ihferehces about ^ t such as uhRhowh vocabulary, causal 

relationships, author's purpose, characters' emotions and motives, 
mood and tone using Information from the text and prior knowledge. 

E2. Explain the rationale for inferences made using the information 
from the text and from the readers' knowledge. 

Fl. Use, synthesize aricJ analyze information from a variety of sources 
to enhance understanding, e.g., form opinions based upon a variety 
of 1nformat1oh_, to compare/contrast, to verify information and to 
expand knowledge. 

Gl. Explain and verify answers to questions about what has been read. 



- 16 - 

EKLC 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 8 



STATE go; ■ FQR LEARNING 1 

k a result of their iM\% stiips will le alile to read, 
GOiprH, Interpret, evaluate, and use iritten material 



SAMPLE LEARNING OBJEetlVES FOR GOAL I 



By the end of GRADE -8 , given the readers' prior knowledge and reading 
material with appropriate vocabulary deniahds,: sentence complexity, 
organizational plan, and concept load, students should be able to: 

Al . Locate Information that Is explicitly stated In the text. 

A2. Remember the information that is explicitly stated In the text and 
restate this information in their own words. 

A3, summarize the Important Ideas of the text and the Important 
supporting detai Is. 

Bl . Ask guestions and mai^s predictions about a passage prior to 
reading, based upon prior knowledge and the limited information 
about the passage contained in the title, pictures or other 
introductory material. 

B2. Ask _citjest1ons and_make predictions about a passage while reading 
taking into account all of the Important information available up 
to that point in the reading. 

B3. Ask questions after reading that take Into account the entire text 
read arid are used to clarify and to review the information. 



ei . Understand a variety of reasons for reading such as learning of new 
Information, use of text to accompl 1 sh the readers ' goals, social 
Interaction, entertainment, and self-exploration. 

C2. Use appropriate texts such as fiction, nonfiction, poetry, letters, 
di rections , ahd^ reference material to accompl i sh the various 
purposes for reading. 

Dl. Understand the difficulties of the text (vocabulary demahdSi 
content, organization, author's purpose), requirements of the task 
(what Is expected as a result of reading), and their own knowledge, 
abilities and motivation. 
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D2. Adjust their strategies for reading -aricl_ bhderstahdihg, bslhg 
decoding skills, context clues, self^-qyestiohing, predicting, 
reference matibrials, rereading^; and adjustment of reading speed 
based on the demands of the reading situation. 

El. Make inferences about the text such as unknown v^jcabuiary, causal 
relationships, author^s purpose, characters' emotions and motives, 
mood and tone using information from the text and prior knowledge. 

E2. Explain the rationale for inferences made using the information 
from the text and from the readers* knowledge. 

M. Use, synthesize and analyze information from a variety of sources 
to enhance understanding, e.g., form opinions based upon a variety 
of inforniation, to compare/contrast, to verify Information and to. 
expand knowledge. 

Gl . Explain and verify answers to questions about what has been read. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 10 



STATE GQAb FOR LEARNING 1 

A( a result of tlieir sW studMs lill able to read, 
compreliend, interpret, evaluate, and use iritten material. 



S AMPL E LEAmNa-QBjE^ TIVES j^ 4 



By the end of GRADE 10 , given the readersV prior knowledge and reading 
material With appropriate voeabulary demands , sentence complexity, 
organizational plan, and concept load, students should be able to: 

Al. Locate Information that Is explicitly stated in the text. 

A2. Remernber the Information that Is explicitly stated in the text and 
restate this Information In their own Words. 

A3. Stimmar1ze_ the Important Ideas of the text and the important 
supporting detal Is. 

Bl . Ask questions and make predictions about a passage prior to 
reading, based upon prior knowledge and the limited information 
about the passage contained in the title pictures or other 
introductory material. 

B2. Ask questions and make predictions about a passage while reading 
taking Into account all of the important information available up 
to that point in the reading. 

B3. Ask questions after reading that take into account the entire text 
read and are used to clarify and to review the information. 

CI. Understand a variety of reasons for reading such as learning of new 
information, use of text to accompl 1 sh_ the readers ' goals, social 
Interaction, entertainment, and self-exploration. 



ez. Use appropriate texts such as fiction, nonflrtion, poetry, letters, 
directions, and reference material to accomplish the various 
purposes for reading. 

bl. Understand the difficulties of the text (vocabulary demands, 
content^ organization, author • s purpose), requirements of the task 
(what is expected as a result of reading), and their own knowledge, 
abilities and motivation. 
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DZ. Adjust their strategies for reading and uiiderstariding, using 
decoding skills, context clues, self-questioning, predicting, use 
of feferehce fnaterlal s , rereading^ and adjustment of reading speed 
based oh the demahds of the reading situation. 

Fl. Make inferences about the text sucii as urifchoWh vocabulary, causal 
relationships, author's purpose, characters^ errot Ions and iriotwes, 
mood and ton^ using information from the text and prior knowledge: 

E2. Explain the rationale for Inferences made using the information 
from the text and from the readers' knowledge. 

Fl. Use, synthesize and aha,lyze Information from a variety of sources 
to enhance understanding, e.g., form opinions based upon a variety 
of information, to compare/contrast, to verify Information and to 
expand knowledge. 

Gl. Explain and verify answers to questions about what has been read. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 12 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 1 

\i a result of tlieir jtoling^ students will fee able to read, 
:oiiipretieii(i, interpret, evaluate, and use written material. 



SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 1 



sy the end of GRADE 12, given the readers' prior knowledge and reading 
laterial with appropriate vocabulary demands, sentence complexity, 
irganizational plan, and concept load, students should be able to: 

Al . Locate information that Is explicitly stated in the text. 

A2. Remember the information that is explicitly stated in the text and 
restate this information In their own words. 

A3- Summarize the important ideas of the text and the important 
supporting detai Is. 

Bl . Asfe qu»§stions and make predictions about a passage prior to 
reading^ based upon prior knowledge and the limited information 
about the passage contained in the title, pictures or other 
introductory material. 

B2. Ask questions and make predictions about a passage while reading 
taking Into _aeeount all of the Important Information avaiMable up 
to that point in the reading. 

83. Ask questions after reading that take into account the entire text 
read and are used to clarify and to review the information. 



Gl . Understand a variety of reasons for readjng such as learning of hew 
i nf orma 1 1 on , use of text to accomp 1 1 s h the readers ' goa Is, social 
interaction, entertainment, and self-exploration. 

C2. Use appropriate texts such as fiction, nonflction, poetry, letters, 
directions, and reference material to accomplish the various 
purposes for reading. 

D1 . Understand the difficulties of the text (vocabulary demands, 
content, organization, author ' s purpose) , requirements of the task 
(what is expected as a result of reading), and their own knowledge, 
abilities and rroti vatlon. 
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D2. Adjust their strategies for reading - and uhderstahdi hg,_ using 
decoding skills, context clues, self-questioning, predicting, use 
of reference materials, rereading, and adjustment of reading speed 
based on the demands of the reading situation. 

El. Hafce inferences about the text such as unknown vocabulary ,^ causal 
relationships, author^s purpose, characters' emotjons and motives, 
mood and tone using Information from the text and pric- knowledge: 

E2. Explain the rationale for Inferences made using the information 
from the text and from the readers' knowledge. 

Fl. Use, synthesize and analyze information from a variety of sources 
to enhance understanding, e.g., form opinions based upon a variety 
of information^ to compare/contrast, to verify information and to 
expand knowledge. 

Gl. Explain and verify answers to questions about what has been read. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 



SJA-TE GOAL FOR LEARNING 2 

As J result of their sclioolifig, students will be able to listen 
critically and analytically. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 2 

By the end of GRADE 3 , stddrots should be able to: 
Al . Recall the content of brief oral messages. 
A2. Recognize standards for evaluation of oral messages. 
Bl . Identify the main idea of an oral message. 
ei . Identify verbal and nonverbal cues to meaning. 

C2. Distinguish between necessary and unnecessary information in an 
oral message. 

C3. Recognize a distinction between implied meanings and standard word 
def 1 ni tions . 

D1 . Recognize that oral messages Can be entertaining and informative. 

El. Identify different points of view in oral messages. 

E2. Recognize cultural differences among people as expressed in their 
eommuhication behaviors. 

Fl. Use socially acceptable ways to gain attention. 

F2. Listen attentively to an oral presentation of appropriate length. 

F3. Identify distractions to listening. 

F4. Use appropriate audience/listener responses. 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 6 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 2 

As a mylt of tlielr sGliooling, students will be able to listen 
critically and analytically. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 2 

By the end of GRADE 6 , students should be able to: 

Al . Formulate questions to clarify meaning after hearing an oral 
message. 

A2. Identify bias in oral messages. 

Bl . Recall specific and significant details of an oral message. 

B2. Follow multistep oral directions in order given. 

ei . Understand how verbal and nonverbal cues affect meaning. 

C2. Identify and explain an i'^ference in an oral message. 

Dl . Identify specific purposes of a variety of oral messages. 

El. Identify cuUursl differences and similarities among people in 
their communication behaviors. 

E2. know the point-of-view of a specific source from an oral message. 

Fl . Listen attentively to an oral presentation of appropriate length. 

F2. Demonstrate ability to concentrate on listening when distractions 
are present. 

F3. Provide audience/listener responses appropriate to the occasion. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 8 



STATE GOAb FOR LEARNING 2 

As a resylt of tfieir seliooling, studeots will be able to listen 
critieally and analytically. 

SAMPLE LEARNING GBJECTmS-^R GdAL 2 

By the end of GRAQE^g, students should be able to: 

Al . Give a content summary of an oral message of appropriate length. 

A2. Identify criteria for evaluating and judging ? variety of oral 
messages. 

B1 . Identify a central theme or thesis, associating main ideas. 

B2 Follow multistep oral directions in the order given. 

ei . Identify inconsistencies between verbal and nonverbal message cues. 

C2. Identify a variety of alternative solutions to a problem. 

C3. Analyze statements of observation, inference, and judgment In an 
oral message. 

Dl . Know the purposes being met by a specific message. 
D2. Listen to accomplish a specific purpose. 

El. Suspend judgment about the source and the message until the 
conclusion of an oral presentation. 

E2. Adapt listening in response to cultural differences. 

E3. Relate values expressed in an oral message to their own values. 

Fl . Demonstrate skill in interactive situations. 

F2. Hafce_ critical judgments as listeners and viewers and provide 
constructive criticism. 

F3. Focus attention and sustain listening during ah oral presentation 
of appropriate length. 

F4. DeiTionstrate the ability to listen In situations w!th multiple 
distractions. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GPxADE 10 



STATE GQAI, FOR -LEARNING 2 



As a result of Mr scfiooH^ stiideots will be able to listen 




SA MRE-UARIill^a QBJE-CTI^VEa FOR 4adAL-2 

By the end of GRABE 15 . students should be able to: 

Al. Analyze accurately the content of an oral message of an appropriate 
length. 

A2. Judge the sufficiency o_f detail, the qual if ic^tions and credibility 
of sources » and the effectiveness of solutions proposed In oral 
messages. 

Bl. Identify the_ main ideas from a variety of kinds of oral messages 
and relate those ideas to the central theme. 

B2. Follow a theme in an oral presentation from Its introduction to its 
conclusion. 

B3. Follow multistep oral directions In the order given. 

CI. Evaluate the Implications of verbal and nonverbal cues in oral 
presentations . 

e2. Distinguish relevant from Irrelevant information in an oral message. 

C3. Analyze the relationships among ideas in an oral message. 

bl . Distinguish among purposes in multifunction messages. 

D2. Analyze the various techniques used by a source of an oral message 
to accomplish a purpose. 

03. Listen to a variety of oral messages to accomplish a specific 
purpose. 

El. Adjust their own communication behavior In response to cultural 
differences. 

E2. Analyze differences of opinion based on a specific oral message. 
Fl. Deironstrate interaction skills in a variety of contexts. 
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F2. Provlcle eohstruetive eritlcism based on critical judgments as 
listeners and viewers. 

F3. Foctis and sustain attention during an oral presentation of 
appropriate length. 



F4. Demonstrate ability to listen in situations with multiple 
di straetions . 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 12 



SIATE GGAb FOR LEARNI NG 2 

As a result of tlieif seliooling, stiidents will fee able to listen 
critically M analytically. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 2 

By the end of GRADE 12 , students should be able to: 

A1 . Evaluate the eonttnt of an oral message of an appropriate length. 

A2. Judge the sufficiency of detail, the qual If icatiohs and credibility 
of sources^ and the effectiveness of sol;jt1ons proposed in oral 
messages . 

Bl . Analyze the main ideas from a variety of Rinds of oral messages and 
relate those ideas to the central theme. 

B2. Identify the sequence of Ideas from spoken messages. 

CK Evaluate the implications of verbal and nonverbal cues In oral 
presentations. 

C2. Analyze the relationships among ideas in an oral message. 

bl . Evaluate the various techniques used by a source of an oral message 
to accomplish a purpose. 

El. Distinguish among differing perspectives and points of view. 

Fi. Respond effectively and appropriately to oral messages. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 



STATE G0Ab FOR bEARNING 3 

As a rssiilt of tlieir school ing, students will lie ab^e to write stafidarii 
Englisf] in a puimatica!, well-organized and coherent manner for a variety 
of purposes. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 3 

By the end of GRADE 3 . students should oe able to: 

Al. know the purposes of public and personal writing. 
A4. Use the various form: of public and personal writing. 
A5. Write for various audiences. 

Bl. Focus clearly upon one central idea or event when writing. 

Dl . Understand that writing can be used for persuading, exploring, 
describing and enjoyment. 

El. Use correct capitalization and punctuation marks when writing. 

E2. Spell common words correctly when writing. 

Fl. Review a piece of writing to correct speiling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 6 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 3 

As a result of Weir scWing, sty^ents will be able to write stanoard 
EnglisI) in a graiatieal, well-orpized and coherent inner for a variety 
of purposes. 

SAMPLE LEARNING GBJECriVES JOi^GQAL 3 

By Che end of GRADE 6 , students should be able to: 

AT. Know the purposes of public and personal Writing. 
A2. Use the various forms of public and personal writing. 
A3. Write for va. ious audiences. 

BK Focus clearly upon one central idea or event when writing. 

B2. Use information from other sources when writing. 

CI. Use descriptive details, reasons for an opinion, concrete examples 
of solutions to a problem when writin*^. 

Dl . Write in narrative, expository, descriptive arid persuasive styles. 

D2. Use transitional words for tlme-O'^der and comparison/contrast when 
writing. 

El. Write using conventional forms of standard English. 

E2. Use the dictionary wheri unsure about the spelling of a Word. 

F1. Review a piece of writing to correct spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

F2. Do simple revisions to meet the ne^ds of audience and purpose. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 8 



STATE GdA4^I^R-UAfeNim j 

As I result of tiieir scliooliig, students i^ill be able to write standard 
Inglisti if] a piatical, well-organized and cofierent inner for a variety 
of purposes. 

SAMPLE LEARNING GB3EGTIVES FOR GOAL 3 

By the end of GRADE 8 , students should be able tc : 

AT. Know the purposes of public and personal writing. 
A2. Use the various forms of public and personal writing. 
A3. Hrite for various audiences. 

Bl . Focus clearly upon one central idea or event when writing. 

CI. Use descriptive details, reasons for an opinion, concrete examples 
of solutions to a problem and/or an authority's viewpoint to 
support the main idea. 

b1 . Write in narrative, expository, descriptive and persuasive styles. 

D2. Use varied methods of paragraph development. 

D3. Use appropriate transitions within paragraphs and between 
paragraphs . 

E1. Write using conventional forms of standard English. 

E2. Use. the dictidhary or other resources when unsure about the 
spelling of a word when writing. 

F1. Correct fragments and run-on sentences. 

F2. Revise written work to correct spelling, punctuation, grammar and 
to meet the needs of audience and purpose. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE lb 



STATE GOAb FOR LEARNING 3 

As a fesiilt of tfieif scliodling, students win U able to write standard 
Englisli in a graiatical, well-organized and coherent inner for a variety 
of purposes. 

SAMPLE UARNING-06J£C-TI^^^^ 3 

By the end of GRADE 1G , students should be able to: 

Al . Know the purposes of public end personal writing. 
A2. Use the various forms of public and personal writing. 
A3. Write for a variety of audiences. 

Bl. Focus clearly upon one central idea or event when writing. 

82. Use information from other sources when writing. 

Gl . Use descriptive detai 1 s ^ . easor.s for an opinion, concrete examples 
of solutions to a problem and/or an authority's viewpoint to 
support the main idea. 

Dl. Write in narrative, expository, descriptive and persuasive styles. 

D2. Use varied methods of paragraph development. 

D3. Use appropriate transitions Within and between paragraphs. 

El. Use standard English in matters of agreement and In verb, pronoun, 
and modifier usage. 

Fl. Manipulate the grammatical parts of sentences (clauses, phrases, 
words) to achieve the desire audience effect. 

F2. Effectively expand and reduce sentence elements. 

F3. Revise written work to meet the needs of audience and purpose. 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 12 



STATE GOAb PGR LEARNING 3 

As a result of tlieir seliooling, students will be able to write standard 
Englisti in a platical, well-organized and coherent inner for a variety 




SAMfiL^UARN ING OB jEXT- IVES FO R GOAL 3 

By the end of GRADE 12 . students should be able tor 

A1 . Know and understand the purposes of public and personal writing. 

A2. Use the correct form of public or personal writing appropriate to 
the audience. 

81. Develop and maintain a focus with a clear thesis, a main idea, 
theme or unifying event. 

CI. Support and elaborate the ri^ain point i^ith specific information or 
reasons. 

Dl • Organize ideas clearlv, cohere.ntly and logically within the major 
discourse structures. 

El. Use standard English convenLions when writing. 

Fl. Revise, edit, and proofread. 



bANGUASE ARTS 
GRADE 3 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 4 

As a result of tfieir jWing, jtydenh will Je able to yse spoken 
langyage effeetiveljf in formal and informal situations to communicate ideas 
and information and to ask and ansier questions. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 4 

By the end of GRADE 3 . students should be able to: 

Al . Use sufficient volume and voeal expression when speaking and 
reading aloud in front of ah audience. 

A2. Use voice and physical expression to create a mood. 

A3. Demonstrate poise when speaking before a group. 

Bl . Recognize the beginning, middle and end of a message. 

ei . Identify relationships between the main idea and supporting details 
In an oral message. 

Dl . Use oral language appropriate for their age and situation. 

D2. Use standard English when speaking. 

El. Express feelings about self and others in socially acceptable ways. 

E2. Orally seek, offer, and respond to information. 

E3. Recognize that oral messages can influence people. 

E4. Recognize that oral messages can be used for social courtesies. 

E5. Use oral messages to create imaginative situations. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 6 



S-UTl- ^L- FQR-4E ARMING 4 

As a result of tlieir scfiooling, students sill fee able to use spoKen 
language effectively in foril and informal situations to communicate 
ideas and information and to ask and answer questions. 

SAMPLE LEARNING GBJEGTIVES FOR v^ OAL 4 

By the end of GRA0£-6 . students should be able to: 

A1. Use appropriate articulation, pronunciation, volume, rate, and 
Intonation when speaking before an audience. 

A2. Use oral phrasing _and variations in pitch and stress when 
speaking and reading aloud. 

A3. Demonstrate poise when speaking before a group. 

Bl . Focus and limit a topic for oral presentation. 

B2. Prepare a simple message outline for an oral presentation. 

B3. Adapt an oral message to specific time limits. 

B4. Use simple organizational devices such as ordering words. 

GK Distinguish statements of opinion from verifiable statements. 

D1 . Use language appropriate to audience and setting. 

D2. Use standard English when speaking. 

D3. Use physical movement and other nonverbal cues to emphasize 
meaning. 

El . Recognize the purposes of communication: Informing, 
entertaining, imagining, feeling, and/or socializing. 

E2. Give clear directions orally. 

E3. Use appropriate social courtesies. 

E4. Use oral messages creatively and to express feeling. 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 8 

Sm£- JSOAi -FQR-lEARlHj^&4 

As a fesiilt of flieir scfiooling stuK will &e able to yse spoken 
lanpge effectively in foril and inforil situations to coiunicate 
ideas and inforiation and to ask and answer questions. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 4 

By the end of GfiAOE_J, students should be able to: 
Al. Speak with clarity and conciseness. 

A2. Use interesting and appropriate word stress when reading aloud 
from a variety of print sources. 

A3. Speak and read with interest and enthusiasm. 

Bl. Limit and specify a topic for an oral presentation. 

B2. Prepare a full outline for an oral presentation. 

B3. Organize an oral message with introduction, body, and 
conclusion. 

B4. Use differing organizational patterns for oral messages. 

B5. Develop ah agenda for a group and use parliamentary procedure 
when appropriate. 

CI. Use a variety of sources to support ideas In an oral message. 

C2. Pistinguish among statements of observation, opinion, and 
judgment. 

Dl . Demonstrate flexibility in language usage. 
D2. Use standard English when speaking. 

D3. Use physical movement, gestures. and eye contact to 
communicate interest and enthusiasm. 

El. Distinguish among the communication purposes of informing, 
persuading, imagining, feeling, and socializing. 

E2. Use information effectively in an oral message. 

- H 



E3. Demonstrate the ability to develop a persuasive oral message. 
E4. Use appropriate amenities in social contexts. 
E5. Use oral messages creatively to express feeling. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 10 



STATE GOAL FOB LEARNING 4 

As a resylt of tlieir sW students will fee a61e to yse spokeii 
lanpfe effectively in formal and informal sitoations to communicate 
ideas and information and to ask and answer questions. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES F9R GOAL 4 

By the end of GRADE 16 . students should be able to: 

A1 . Demonstrate flexibility in vocal expression. 

A2. Use notes and scripts effectively when speaking and reading 
aloud before an audience. 

A3. Adapt verbal expressions for different performance situations. 

81. Expand or limit a topic for an oral presentation to meet time, 
setting, and audience needs. 

B2. Prepare a detailed outline for an oral presentation. 

93. Identify logical relationships in oral messages. 

B4. Provide oral message transitions. 

B5. Phrase a problem and follow an agenda for a discussion. 

CI. Develop and sustain a line of argument providing appropriate 
support. 

C2. Distinguish among propositions of fact, policy, and value. 
C3. Recognize fallacies in an argument. 
G4. Use and credit sources appropriately. 
D1. Evaluate their own language usage. 

02. Use physical movements and visual aids in expressive ways 
appropriate to the situation. 

El; Organize information in an oral message. 

E2. Organize a persuasive oral message. 




E3. DelridriFtrate skill 1h using social amenities. 

E4. Recreate a variety of role behaviors arid emotions. 

E5. Use imagination to develop new ideas in an oral presentation. 




LANGUAdE ARTS 
GRADE 12 



StATE GOAlJ^^R LEARNING 4 

As a result f tli^^^^ will 6e ifele to use spoyn 

Unguap effectively in formal M informal sityations to cGiufiicate ideas 
and information and to ask and ansxer questions. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GQAL 4 

By the end ef GRADE 12 . stddcnts should be able to: 

A1 . Demonstrate proficiency in extemporaneous and impromptu speaking. 

B1. Analyze the communicatidn process used in public speaking. 

CI. Develop ideas for ah oral message through the use of appropriate 
support materials. 

D1. Use language and nonverbal cues appropriate to the topic, audience, 
and setting. 

El. Organize information in ah oral message. 

E2. Use language for a variety of purposes. 

E3. Use imagination to develop new ideas in an oral presentation. 



tANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 5 

As a result of tfieir scliooling, students will fee able to ulfstanci 1 
various forms of sipif leant literature representative of different 
eyltures, eras, and ideas. 

SAMPLE LEARNING QBJECTXVES FOR GOAL 5 

By the end of GRADED , students should be able to: 
Al . Recognize a given literary worK as a poem. 
A2. Recognize! that not all poetry rhymes. 

A3. Identify various types of poetry: riddles, chants, tongue twisters, 
nonsense verse. Jump-rope rhymes. 

A4. Recognize nursery and Mother Goose rhymes. 

A5. Recognize a given literary work as prose. 

A6. Recognize a given literary work as a play. 

A7. Read and enjoy appropriate literary works. 

Bl. Recognize the factual nature of biography and autobiography. 

ei. Compare English, American, and non-English versions of the same 
folktale. 



Dl 



Identify words, phrases, descriptions and events which indicate 
whether a given work takes place in the past or in the present. 

B2. eomparc similar stories from two different time settings. 

El. Recognize cultural differences shown in a given work: holidays, 
clothing i dances, language. 

Fl . Recognize the plot sequence and actions of the major characters in 
a given literary work. 

F2. Identify the setting of a given literary Work. 



F3. Identify Important traits of the main characters in a given 
literary work. 

F4. Explain causes for character behavior. 
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F5. identify ways in which characters change throughout a story. 

Gi. Recognize siiiipje similes in a given work. 

62. Identify personification arid oribmatopeeia in giveri literary works. 

Hi. Recognize the main idea of a given literary work. 



- 44 - 

o 

ERIC 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 5 



Sim^ AL FOR 

hi a resyit of tlieir ^cfeling, students sill 6e able to understand tfie 
varioys forms of jignifieant literatyre representative of different 
cyltures, eras, and ideas. 

SAMPbE LEARNING GB3ECTIVES FOR GOAL 5 



By the end of GRADE 6 . students should be able to: 
Al . Identify imagery in poetry. 



A2. Recognize simple rhyme, alliteration and onomatopoeia in poetry. 
A3. Recognize form and content of free verse. 

A4. Understand simple stage terminology and directions given in a play. 



A5. Identify structural elements unique to jarbse fiction. 



A6. Recognize examples of historical fiction, fantasy literature, 
science fiction, realistic fiction, and folk literature. 

Bl . Recognize various kinds of factual literature. 

B2. Distinguish between fact and opinion/theory in a factual account. 

CI. Recognize how cultural differences have an impact on given literary 
works. 



G2. Read and enjoy selected American literature and literature from 
other countries. 

Dl . Draw reasonable conclusions about a past era from information 
provided in various forms of literature. 

02. Understand how literatur^e reflects the slang, social attitudes, 
clothing and customs of the era in which it was written. 
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El. Identify examples of cuUural differences in a given literary work. 

E2. Recognize the historical perspective found in a given literary Worfc. 

Fl. Understand how speech/dialogue, description and action are used to 
create characters. 

F2. Understand the importance of point of view in a given literary work. 

F3. Infer meaning beyond the literal account of a story. 

Gl . Identify the use of metaphor, simile, and personification. 

G2. Recognize the use of dialect and other language oatterns in a given 
work . 

G3. Uhdei stand the author's tone in a given literary work. 

HI. Recognize the main theme of a given literary work. 

11. Recognize simple symbolism in a given literary work. 

12. Recognize simple allegories in a given literary Work. 

13. Understand the meaning of simple myths to todays s world. 

Jl. Cite evidence to support a specific purpose for a given literary 
work. 

J2. Identify how an author appeals to the senses. 

J3. Discuss the plot using examples and quotations to illustrate 
significance, logicality and bel ievabi 1 i ty of events. 

J4. Understand characterization through the age of the character, 
predictability of character behavior and character change. 

J5. Discuss the similarity of two works of literature citing examples 
of themes, plots, settings, character- and styles. 
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tANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 8 

mT£ GOAL FOR LEARNING 5 

As a result of tlieir scliooling, stydents will tie able to yfidentanii tlie 
various forms of signifiGant literature representative of differeot 
eultures, eras, and ideas. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OBaECTIVES FOR GOAL 5 

By the end of GRADE-8 . students should be able to: 
Al. Identify common characteristics of poetry. 
A2. Read and Identify a variety of poetic forms and styles. 
A3. Recognize standard terms and conventions unique to drama. 
A4. Recognize the difference between fictional prose and other literary 




A5. Identify a variety of fictional forms. 

B1. Compare and contrast various types of factual literature. 

CI. Read and enjoy selected American literature and literature from 
other countries. 

Bl. Compare and contrast literary works from two different historical 
periods. 

El. Understand the perspectives of authors of selected Works. 

E2. Compare: and contrast the values, beliefs, or prejudices represented 
In similar literary works. 

F1 . Identify significant elements of fiction. 

F2. Recognize the qualities of ndnfictiori. 

G1 . Identify the major types of figurative language. 

G2. Identify examples of the major types of figuratV'e language in a 
given literary work. 

HI. Identify the central point, idea, or meaning in a given literary 
work. 
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H2. know the reUtionshipS; between the theme of a literary work arid 
appropriate real-life situations. 

II. Know characteristics of syrfibolism, allegory and myth. 

Jt. Formulate an opinion of a given literary worfc. 




LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE Id 

STATE GQAb FOR LEARNING 5 

Ss a resylt of Weir scliooling, students will be able to undersM flie 
various forms of sipificant literature representative of different 
cultures, eras, and ideas. 

SAMPLE LEARNING OB JECTIVES FOR GOAL 5 

By the end of GRADE 10 . students should be able to: 
Al . Distinguish common characteristics of poetry. 
A2. Ahaivzc a variety of poetic forms ar.d styles. 
A3. Distinguish between fictional prose arid other literary types; 
A4. Uriderstarid a variety of fictlorial forms. 
AS. Analyze various types of literature. 
Bl . Compare a specl'^c factual work by type. 

B2. Dlffereritlate trie uses and characteristics of various types of 
factual literature. 

C1. Read and enjoy selected American literature and literature from 
other countries. 

Dl. Recognize that literature from other historical periods has 
different stylistic and thematic qualities; 

El. Arialyze how an author's perspective relates to the meaning of a 
work. 

F1. Identify and discuss significant elements of fiction; 

F2. Know the qualities which make a selected work of honflctlon 
effective. 

G1. Analyze examples of the major types of figurative language In a 
given 1 Iterary work. 

G2. Understand the relationships between figurative language and 
meaning In a giveri literary worK. 
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HI. Identlfj^ and discuss the central point, idea, or meaning in a given 
literary work. 

H2. Compare and contrast the themes developed in a pair of simiMar 
literary works ; 



H3. Know the relitionships between the theme of a literary work and 
appropriate real-life situations. 

II. Understand the use of symbolism, allegory, and myth in selec^:d 
1 i terary works . 

31. identify the ways in which author' s technique contributed to the 
overall effect or meaning of a given literary work. 

J2. Formulate an opinion of a given literary work, providing specific 
reasons for particular judgments. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 12 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING-5 



h a resylt of tlieir seliooling, students lill 6e a6ie to understand tlie 
various forms of significant literature representative of different 
cultures, eras, and ideas. 



SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 5 



By the end of GRADE 12 . students should be able to: 

Al. Distinguish among poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction. 

A2. Understand the uses, qualities, and eharaeteri sties of various 
types of poetry. 

A3. Read arid discuss a variety of poetic forms and styles. 

Bl. Evaluate the uses and characteristics of various types of factual 
1 rte rature. 

Cl. Read and compare/cbntrast selected works of American literature 
from a variety of eras. 

e2. Identify and discuss important characteristics of selected American 
1 1 terary works . 

C3. Read and compare/contrast selected works of British literature from 
a variety of eras. 



G4. Identify arid discuss important characteristics of selected British 
literary works. 

C5. Read (in translation) and discuss selected i i berary works from 
non-English speaking cultures. 

C6. Ideritify and discuss literary and cultural characteristics revealed 
in nbri-Erigllsh literary works. 

C7. Discuss the techniques and characteristics of significant literary 
works from the '' ted States, England and non-English-speaking 
countries . 



Dl. Evaluate the different stylistic, thematic, and technical qualities 
present In the literature of different historical periods. 
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02. Evaluate the content, structure, and style of similar literary 
works from two different historical periods. 



El. Understand selected literary works that manifest different value 
systems and phi losophies i 



Fl . Know and understand the elements of fiction and nonfiction. 

Gl . Know and understand figurative language. 

HI. Evaluate literary themes and their implications. 

11. Analyze symbolism, allegory and myth in selected literary works. 

31. Evaluate selected literary works and support the evaluation with 
evidence . 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 6 



As a result of tfiiir s^liocling, Jtydents will be able to understafid 



By the end of GRADE 3 . students should be able to: 



Al . Identify verbal and nonverbal cues to meaning. 

A2. Recognize a distinction between imfDlied meanings and standard 
word definitions. 



A3. Recognize cultural divferences among people and the unique 
qualities of individuals as expressed in their communication 
behaviors . 

CI. Recognize that oral messages have differing functions. 



E2. Recognize that mass media influence the Individual and society. 



Dl. Recognize that words label abstract concepts. 



D2. Use regular verb forms correctly In writing and speaking. 




SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 6 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 6 



STATE GGAfc FOR bEARNING 6 

As a resolt of^^^t^^^ stpts will be adle to understand 




SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 6 

By the end of GRADE 6 > students should be able to: 

Al . Understand hbW verbal and nonverbal cues affect meaning. 

A2. identify cultural difference and similarities among people in 
their communication behaviors. 

Bl . Enlarge their speaking, reading, _ and Writing vocabulary 
through the study of roots and affixes, words of fntjltiple 
meaning. Words in context and most common words misspelled. 

CI. Identify specific purposes of a variety of oral messages. 

C2. Draw inferences from all forms of communications. 

C3. Understand that personal values and points of view influence 
What Is said, heard and read. 

bl . Determine the parts of speech of words and phrases by their 
positions In a sentence. 
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tANGBAGE ARTS 
GRADE 8 



STATE GOAL FOR LEARNING 6 

As a fesiilt of tlieir scliDoliiig, studenh ^il! fee able to yn(!erstan(j 




SAMPLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 6 



By the end of GRABE 8 . students should be able to: 

Al. Differentiate among statements of observation, inference and 
judgment in oral and written messages. 

A2. Adapt the'r listening in response to cultural differences. 

B1 . Enlarge their speaking, reading, and writing vocabulary 
through the study of roots and affixes; synomyms, antonyns, 
and homonyms; words of multiple itieaningi idioms, figurative 
language; words in context; and Words most frequently 
misspel led. 



Gl . Distinguish ambng purposes in multifunction messages. 



62. Make critical Judgments as a listener and viewer, as well as 
provide constructive criticism. 

01. Analyze the function of words within sentences. 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 10 



FOR LEARNING 6 



As a mult Qf tlieir scfiooling, students will U afele to 





SAMPLE L^, 




m GQAL 6 



By the end of GRADE 10 . students should be able to: 

A1 . Differentiate between the connotative and denotative meanings 
of words in context. 

A2. Adapt their listening and speaking in response to cultural 
differences. 

Bl. Understand etymdlbgy, the renQts arid histories of words as a 
means of acquiring larger and more precise vocabularies. 

Gl. understand the purposes being met by a specific message. 

eZ. Draw ihfererices from all forms of communication. 

Di. Know how to match dictiori (choice of Words) and sentence 
structure with the purpose of the communication and the nature 
of the audience. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 12 



STATE GQAb F9R LEARNING 6 

Ara result of pir sGliooli students de able to understand \m 
and language functions and evolves. 

SAMPLE^LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR GOAL 6 

By the end of GRADE 12 . students should be able to: 

Al . Reeoghize the diversity of language conventions. 
Bl . Understand how languages have originated and changed over time. 
CI. Evaluate the nature and use of language in nonprint media. 
Dl . Understand the grammatical system on which English operates. 



ir _ . 
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APPENDIX A 



STATE GOALS FOR LEARNING— SIX AREAS OF LEARNING 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

The sfcjlls and knowledge of the language arts are isseritial for sttideht 

success in vlrtuaUy all areas of the curriculum. They are also central 

requirements for the development of clear expression and critical thinking. 

The language arts include the study of literature and the development of 
skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to: 

- read, comprehend, interpret, evaluate and use written material; 

- listen critically and analytically; 

- write standard English in a grammatical, we 1 1 -morgan i zed and coherent 
manner for a variety of purposes; 

- use spoken language effectively in formal and Informal situations to 
communicate ideas and information and to ask and answer questions; 

- understand the various forms of significant literature representative of 
different cultures, eras, and ideas; 

- understand how and why language functions and evolves. 



MATHEMATICS 

Hathematies prev'ides essential problem-solving tools appl Icable to a range 
of scientif ic disciplines, business and everyday: si tuatiohs. Mathematics Is 
the language of quantification and logic; its elements are symbols, struc- 
tures and shapes. It enables people to understand and use facts, defini- 
tionSi and symbols in a coherent and systematic way in order to reason 
deductively and to solve problems. 

As a result of their schooling, students will he -"'ole to: 

- perform the computations of addi tioh. subti a :tion i:">ltipl ication, and 
division using whole numbers, integers, fractir s an.' -jimals; 



- understand and use ratios and percentages; 

- make and use measurements, including those of area and v'.Ujn.e; 



- Identify, analyze and solve problems usin^i > ?quatio"=; in- 

equalities, functions and their graphs; 
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- Uhdef stand arid apply gebmetrie concept** arid relations in a variety of 
forms ; 

- understand arid use methods of data collection and analysis^ including 
tables, charts and comparisons; 

^ use mathematical skills to estimate, approximate and predict outcomes 
arid to judge reasonableness of results. 



BIOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

Science is the quest for objective truth. It provides a conceptual 
frainework for the understahdirig of riatural phenomena and their causes and 
effects. The purposes of the study of science are to develop students who 
are scientifically literate, recqgriize that science is not value-free, are 
capable of making ethical judgments_ regarding science and social issues, and 
understand that technological growth is an outcome of the scientific enter- 
prise. 



As a result of their schooling, students Will have a Working knowledge of: 

- the concepts and basic vocabulary of biological, physical and er.viron- 
merital sciences arid their application to life and work in contempora/y 
technological society; 



- the social and environmental Implications and liinitatlons of tech- 
nological development; 



~ the principles of scientific research and their application In simple 
research projects; 

- the processes, techniques, methods, equipment and available technology 
of science. 



SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Social sciences provide students with an understahdirig of themselves arid of 
society, prepare them for citizeriship in a democracy, and give them the 
basics for Uriderstaridirig the compleKitles of the World community. Study of 
the humariities, of Which social sciences.are a part. Is riecessary in_ order 
to preserve the. vaUies _of human dignity^ justice and representative 
processes. Social sciences include anthropology, economics, geography, 
government, history, philosophy, political science, psychology and sociology. 



As a result of their schoolirig, studerits will be able to: 



- Understand arid analyze comparative political arid economic systems, with 
an emphasis on the political and economic systems of the United States; 
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- dhderstarid arid analyze _ events, trerids, _persoriaT1 ties, and movements 
shaping the history of the world, the United States and Illinois; 

- demonstrate a knowledge of the basic concepts of the social sciences and 
how these help to Interpret human behavior; 

- demonstrate a knowledge of world geography with emphasis bri that of the 
United States; 



- apply the skills and knowledge gained in the social sciences to decision 
making In life situations. 



FINE ARTS 



The fine arts give students the means to express themselves creatively and 
to respond to the artistic exprer.sion of others. As a record of human 
experience, the fine arts provide jlistlnctive ways of understanding society, 
hi story and nature. The study of fine 3rts includes visual art, music, 
drama and dance. 

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to: 

- understand the principal sensory, fornal, technical and expressive 
qualities of each of the arts; 

- Identify processes arid tools required to prbr^uce visu^il art, music, 
drama arid dance; 

- demonstrate the basi c ski lis necessary to p ci pate i n the creation 
and/or performance of one of the arts; 



- identify significant works iri the arts from major historical periods arid 
how they reflect societies, cultures and civilizations, past arid present; 

- describe the unique characteristics of each of the arts. 



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH 



Effective humari functioning depends upon optimum physical development and 
health. Educatipn for physical development and health provides students 
with the knowledge and attitudes to achieve healthful living throughout 
their lives and to acquire physical fitness, coordination and leisure skills. 

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to: 



- understand the physical development, structure and functions of the 
human body; 

- understand principles of hutritiori, exercise, efficient management of 
emotiorial stress, pbsitive self-concept development, drug use and abuse, 
and the prevention and treatmerit of illness: 
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- understand consumer health and safety, ihelddihg environmental health; 

- demonstrate basic skillsand physical, f i tness _necessary to parti el p 

in a variety of conditioning exercises or leisure activities such as 
sports arid danee; 

- plan a personal physical fitness and health program; 

- perform a variety of complex motor activities; 

- demonstrate a variety of basic life-saving activities. 
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APPENDIX B 



Quest ion; 
Answer: 

Men: 



Answer: 

Question ; 
Answer: 



Quest^on : 
Answer: 



LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT— QUESTIONS AND ANSNERS 

When will the first plan be due? 

The first plan must be submitted by August 31, 1987. 

Can a district submit its plan ea^^lier so that the dbjeetiveSi 
assessment systems, and repbrtlnii procedures are approved 
prior to the beginning of the 1987-88 school year? 

Yes, The_State Board will be prepared to receive plans in the 
spri ng of 1987.^ Di stricts are encouraged to submi t thei r 
plans as early as possible. 

Nhat are the criteria for the approval of plans? 

Specif ic criteria Will, be listed in rules currently being 
developed for thi s ..p^rogram. Th-e criteria will be based on the 
leglslative_ requirement that the local objectives meet or 
exceed the State Learning Goals, that the assessment 
procedures are adequate to determine the degree to which 
students are meetjng these object ives, and that reporting 
procedures are sufficient to inform the_ public about the 
Objectives, the assessment results, and the plans for 
Improvement. 

What assistance is available to school districts? 



Many forms of _ ass 1 stance 
are being developed: 



are presently available and others 



1. The 1111 noU General Assembly appropriated $2.7 million 
in_ FY 86 and $2.55 million in FY 87 to assist local 
school districts in^: implementi hg : thi s program; Each 
district may receive $h31 per enrolled student this year 
byi submi tting ah application for funris by October 15, 
1986. 



A final set of Sample Learni ng Objectives 
six fundamental : areas of learnihg^ wi 1 1 be 
late September 1986; these: will be based 
the : Draf t Mode 1 Learni ng Ob jec t i ves 
fundamental areas that were released in 
1985. 



in each of the 
distributed in 
on revi s ion of 
in t^e six 
the spring of 



An assessment i tem 
from that bank w1 1 1 
of 1987. 



bank Is being developed and test items 
be available to districts in the fall 
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Que St ion; 
Answer: 



Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 
Answer : 



^- ten. tpcal. school . d? 3tri_cts were funded in FY a6 as 
demonstration sites for development of model 
outcome/assessment systems arid _material3; Plans to 
cohtlhue and to expand this effort in FY 87 are under 
develbpriieht; 

5. Consultants to assist locai schiDoi dUtriets in the area 
of reading are aval Uble through the Educational Service 
Centers, Consultants in other areas will soon be 
available. 

6. RbrRshops will be conducted and materials and 
publications will be distributed beginning this winter. 

How can a district receive assistance? 

Districts should contact the Educational Service Center in 
their area. In addition, information and assistance regarding 
the development of objectives can be received from the Program 
Planning and Development Section or the Program Evaluation and 
Assessment Section, State Eloard of Education. 

Does a school district have to adopt the Sample Learning 
Objectives? 

No. Thiy are samples provided only to assist districts in the 
development of their local objectives. 

Why are there state test items? 

In order to measure student learning against the state goals, 
the legislation requires that state test items be included in 
the local assessment system. 

The General Assembly has indicated that it expects to receive 
information to help answer at least the following questions: 

How does student performance in Illinois schools compare 
with statewide student performance? 

To what extent are trends in achievement in each tearnihg 
Outcome area indicating decline, stability, or growth in 
performance over time? 

Each of these questions will be studied by using the results 
of the state items for each grade and curricular arei tested. 
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Qdestidh: 
Answer: 



Question: 
Answer: 
Question: 
Answer: 



Question: 
Answer : 



Quc^stlon: 
Answer: 



How will the state testing Items be developed? 

Illinois teachers and other education : ^rbfislibhals sieleeted 
statewide will form committees that will help match test items 
tb: the: state gbaU-and construct the pilot tests. The items 
will be field-tested, statistically analyzed, and reviewed 
again by the committees. 

Mhat will the relationship between state assessment Items arid 
the Sample Learriing Objectives be? 

there Will be no direct relationship between the two. State 
assessment items will be based on the State Goals for Learning. 

Are Sample Learning Objectives the saai;;' as instructional 
objectives? 

No. Thje Simple Learning- Objectives def 'ne vnowlc^^e or skills 
at a sehodil district, rather than a c1a;.sr'r^:^ii, U-ol. In that 
sense, they are more like school district ^a^ning goals than 
typical instructional objectives. In faci, they are called 
"objectives" In strict compl lance wi th t m> language of the 
law. Fbr all practical purposes they car; viewed as scnooi 
district learning goals. 

Win tlie state te ing items be available tc tho schools In 
advance? 



The state testing items to be admirii stered Iri any given year 
win not be available to sthbblsfbr preview; However, sample 
items wilJ: be published for all student learning outcomes. 
These will ^ be sent to all school _ districts prior to 
admlnlstratioh of state testing items in a curricular area. 
For example, a booklet of sample mathematics test items will 
be sent to distrjcts prior to the adftviivi strati on of state 
mathematics testing items iri_ spring of 1989. The booklet will 
coritairi sample Items for all: mathematics learning outcomes, 
keyed to the four gride levels to be tested (i.e., 3, 6, 8, 
and 10). 



To whom and how will state testing data be reported? 



Each school will receive its students' mean scores 
score units as wel 1 as the school/ s percent^ le 
Illiriois for each Learning Outcome area tested as 
comparisons by Learning Outcome area statewide. 



in raw 
rank In 
well as 



Each school district will receive the above results for each 
of Its schools as well as similar mean scores for the district 
as a whole. 
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The General Assembly and the Governor will receive a report 
from the State Board Including: 



o the state's averd^ performance: and range of achievement 
for each learning area tested in raw score units arid 
percentiles; 

o results of additional statistical analyses and 
iriterpretaticiis. especial ly cjrricular strengths and 
Weaknesses, trends and evidence of significant 
correlations; arid 

o national comparisons. 
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